Mountain State Mission Offering
100% Supporting the Mission and Ministries
of the West Virginia Baptist Convention

AREA MINISTRY
One facet of the West Virginia Baptist Conven-
tion’s ministry that is supported by the Mountain
State Mission Offering is Area Ministry. Though other
West Virginia Baptist Convention staff members are
regularly in our churches, Area Ministers unique minis-
try has them in churches virtually weekly.

Has your Area Minister engaged your church lately? If not,
he likely soon will. Area Ministers often fill the pulpits at churches
in their areas. They preach for pastors who are away on vacation
or continuing education events, preach special occasions like ordi-
nations, and pastor installations and they are often asked to
preach revivals. Sometimes they visit area churches simply to of-
fer encouragement to the pastor and people.

o n

Some call the Area Minister a “pastor to pastors.” Certainly
the AMs are available to counsel, coach and resource local pastors.
In addition, they fill pastoral roles when the pastor and/or his fam-
ily are in crisis.

One major function of Area Ministers is to work with pulpit
committees when there is a vacancy in a church’s pulpit. Much
time is spent guiding those committees through the vital task of
leading the church to the call of a new spiritual leader. In addition,
the Area Minister is available to work with finance committees,
trustees, deacons or other committees as invited.

Area Ministry is not limited to the local church, however.
The associations of the West Virginia Baptist Convention also ex-
perience the work of the Area Minister. He is engaged in the ex-
ecutive committees helping to plan and pursue the association’s
ministry. Often the Area Minister leads, or is the point person for
the association’s ministers’ group. In many cases, the Area Minis-
ter is called on to teach classes for the School of Christian Studies
which helps to train pastors, teachers and other church leaders.
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